
Andrea’s	  Philosophy	  of	  Teaching	  

I	  differentiate. 

I learn from my students every day and apply it directly to my teaching.  A few years ago I designed a 
robot-themed art project for my Kindergarteners that I thought had it all- printmaking, drawing, chalk, a 
connection to a sculptor, and science links.  My students were excited about the project and couldn’t wait to get 
started. Well…almost all of them were excited. One little girl refused to work. She would not make a robot.  I was 
stumped.  

Why wasn’t she as excited about this project as the others?  I asked 
her to draw a picture of her choice while I considered my next move.  She 
carefully drew a detailed picture of a beautiful princess with a fancy dress 
and crown.  I finally understood the problem. I hadn’t designed the project to 
explicitly give her the opportunity to connect with the project.  “I wonder if 
there is such thing as a princess robot. Do you think you could show me 
what one looks like?” She nodded eagerly, and she was hooked.   

When I did this project again the following year, I modified my 
expectations from the beginning in order to encourage my students to 
personally connect with the project by creating a robot that could help them 
do one of their favorite things.  The result was a truly creative mixed-media 
project with pet cat robots, pizza chef robots, soccer player robots, and 
princess robots of course.  

 I am so glad that this student reminded me of the importance of considering each unique child as I adapt 
projects and lessons to best meet their needs. Throughout the year I encourage my students to take ownership of 
their work and of their creative process.  When a student leaves school at the end of the year with a portfolio of 
artwork, I take pride in the fact that the work is uniquely theirs.   

I	  connect. 

I enjoy what I do and I want my students to as well.  Using multiple forms of the arts is a fun way to teach 
concepts, create connections, and foster lasting learning. At a recent arts integration professional development 
workshop led by Dr. Barry Oreck, I was able to experience the power of arts integrated learning firsthand.   
      

After a drama activity when I acted out fire with a small group, the 
audience made a list of words to describe the movements that they saw. 
Only after the list of descriptive words was written were they allowed to 
guess what we were acting out.  I was blown away when I compared the list 
of descriptive words to fire. The words were accurate, rich, and vivid.  They 
were not the words that I would think of if I was simply asked to write a list 
of adjectives for fire, but they fit the concept perfectly.  I used the audience-
created word bank as I wrote a descriptive paragraph about fire, resulting in 
some of the best writing that I have done since college. 



  The experience reminded me of how powerful the process of learning is, and how multi-faceted 
experiences enable the learner to connect with concepts.  I aim to integrate the arts in my teaching every day.  
Instead of just telling my students that there are three primary colors, we sing a silly song about them.  Rather than 
stating rules about taking care of materials, I have my students act out stories about Pete the Paint Brush and his 
delicate hair.  Instead of cautioning students not to use too much glue, we chant a rhyme while working, “Put it on 
in little dots, just a little, not a lot!” When learning about line, moving our bodies in a kinesthetic manner helps to 
illustrate and feel the concepts.   

I infuse technology through iMovie, Pinterest, and iPad applications to vary lesson delivery and increase 
student engagement.  Through integration I am able to enjoy and celebrate each day with my students.  I keep them 
on their toes as much as they keep me on mine.  I appreciate a quote from Charlie Chaplin. “A day without 
laughter is a day wasted”. I couldn’t agree more. 	  

I	  reflect.	  

An administrator once told me that true learning cannot occur without reflection.  I was originally skeptical 
of this statement, until I thought about my own experiences.  The learning situations that stick out most in my mind 
are of trial and error, particularly the ones that resulted in error and left me reflecting on what went wrong, possible 
solutions, and retrials.   

When I moved to Cape Town the car that my husband and I purchased had a manual transmission.  My 
husband tried to tell me how to drive it several times in our first months there, but I just couldn’t get the hang of it.  
When my husband’s grandfather passed away I found myself alone in a foreign country, needing to go to the 
grocery store, and unable to drive the car.  I spent each evening attempting to drive laps around the school’s 
driveway, determined to get it right. I would try a combination of pedals and gears, stall, and reflect on what went 
wrong. I would make a plan and try again. 

 Through trial, error, reflection, and tears I was eventually able to 
master the stick shift.  When my husband arrived home I was proud and 
excited to be able to drive to the airport to collect him. Unfortunately I 
learned to shift with my left hand in South Africa, so there will still be 
some learning involved if I ever drive a manual car in America!   

This experience resonates the importance of reflection.  I didn’t 
absorb information by having an experienced person tell me how to drive 
a stick, I constructed my own meaning through a relevant and reflective 
learning experience.  Reflection is important for me as an educator and for 
my students as learners. I require my students to stop and reflect at 
multiple stages during their creative process. They self-assess to take pride in successes and learn from failures.   

At student-led conferences in the spring I relish in hearing my students describe, explain, and reflect upon 
the path that they took while creating a piece of artwork.  I overhear students discussing design choices, famous 
artists who inspired their pieces, and situations when they turned mistakes into opportunities.  The stories behind 
the creation of each piece of art are as valuable as the finished piece itself.  

The same is true for me as an educator; the experiences that have influenced me on my journey as a teacher 
are far more valuable than the qualifications that I can list on a resume.  I am eager and excited to find out where I 
will go next and look forward to the new experiences that will continue to shape my story as an educator. 


